
Clerk Bartlett reported that he had received the petition 
calling for the organization of .a water district in the Lomita­
W'alteria area, and advised that he will check it within the required 
ten days and report results at the .next meeting. Matter of record. 

At 8:02 P.M., upon motion of Counoilman Gilbert, seconded by 
Councilman Powell, the meeting adjourned. 

APPROVED: 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torranee, California 
November 13, 1945 

The City Couneil of the City of Torrance convened 'in a Regular 
Me.t1ng in the Counofl Chamber, City Hall, Torranoe, California, on 
Tu.eaay, November 13, 1945 at 7:45 P,.M. 

Mayor Tolson called the meeting to order'. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present being 
Counoilmen: Cuooi, Gilbert, Hitohcook, Powell and Tolson. Absent: 
Counc ilmen: None. 

All those present in the Council Chamber saluted the Flag. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the minutes of a Regular Meet­
ing held Ootober 23, 1945 and of an Adjourned ' Regular Meeting held 
October 30, 1945 be approved as written. Counoilman Gilbert seconded 
the motion, which was carried unanimously .. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A communication was read from the County of Los Angeles 
Disaster Medical Serviae, enclosing three cORies of the Los Angeles 
County Disaster Medical Service 'Mutual Aid Agreement, together with 
a copy of the Council's approval of the general Mutual Aid Agreement. 

Councilman Cucci moved that the plan be approved. Councilman 
Hitchoock seconded the motion, whioh was carried unanimously. 

A oommunic'ation was read from the Torranoe Chamber of Commerce, 
calling attention to the unsightly condition of vacant lots and ·alleys 
throughout the business distriot .due to the accumulation of refuse, 
and offering to assist department heads in their efforts to remind 
all parties responsible. 

Councilman Gilbert moved that this matter be referred to Ooun­
oilman Hitohcock, Chairman of the street Department Oommittee. Coun­
oilman Cuoci seoonded the motion! whioh was oarried unanimously. 

Counoilman Hitchcook eommen~ed that every effort is.being made 
to clean up the alleys, and said his only alternative is to refer the 
matter to the Engineer and street Department. Mr. Jain added that the 
Oity has no authority to enter upon private property exoept to burn 
weeds. Councilman Powell suggested that, if business estab11shmen~s 
were compelled to keep oontainers for th~ir refuse, the problem. of 
littered streets would be improved. 

A oommUnication was read from the Torrance Parents ASSOCiation, 
urging the Council to draft a Charter and present it to the voters 
of the City at the next special or general elect1on, stating that 

epose
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this will make it possible for the people to give a olear-out expression 
in oonnection with the school issue. 

Counoilman Gilbert moved that this matter be referred to the 
Q1ty Attorney fOT reoommendation. Councilman Hitohcook seconded the 
motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A oommunioation was read from the Board of Eduoation of the City 
of Los Angeles, adVising that it is the desire of the Board to oancel 
the lease dated May 7, 1945 by and between City of Torrance and Los 
Angeles City Sohool District of Los Angeles County whereby a oertain 
portion of the Munioipal Park was rent.ed for ohild oare center purposes. 
It was advised that the last day of occupancy is to be December 14, 1940 

Councilman Powell moved that the applioation to cancel the lease 
be accepted. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was 
oarried unanimously. 

A oommunioation was read from Cynthia Davis, '1535 west 204th 
Street, urgi~g ~:h.at every effort be made to assist veterans in the 
housj.ne;. problem. 

Counoilman Hi tohcock moved that the communieati on be filed. 
Councilman Powell seoonded the motion, which was oarried unanimously. 

A oommunication was read from Earl W. Gipe, 24459 Hawthorne 
Avenue, Walteria, suggesting that a resident of Walteria be a member of 
the City Planning Commission. 

Counoilman G1lbert asked Clerk Bartlett whether or not he had 
oontacted Mr. Crowther, who originally resided 1n Walteria and was the 
member fro,m that area, but who has since moved from the communlty, 
in order to asoertain his wishes in this matter. Clerk Bartlatt stated 
he had not as yet oontacted him. He added that he would do so at the 
earliest possible date. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the communication be filed. Coun­
oilman Gilbert seconded the motion, which was earried unanimously. 

A oommunication was read from Patricia Elliott, requesting a 90-
day permit to continue living in a sub-standard house at 1809 West 
228th Street until the time that the house being added is oompleted. 

Engineer Jain advised that the people had applied for a permit 
to build a house, but, had, instead, moved in a sub-standard house and 
proceeded to oocupy it. However, he said, the f9undation has been 
started for the housa. 

Councilman Powellmov~d ' that, inasmuoh as inability to obtain 
matarials readily has no doubt held up oonstruction, the permit of 
90 days as raquested for continued occupancy of their present abode 
be granted. Councilman Gilbert seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

'A communioation was read from E. Turner Martin, adviSing that 
he is preparing a Zoning Variance to be submitted to the Torrance City 
Planning Commiss'ion in conneotion with a feed store located at 244M 
Hawthor~e Avenua, Walteria, and requesting an extension of the tamporary 
license granted him. He advised that he had been granted the license 
until November 25, 1945,. and asked that it be extended to Deoember 10, 
1940. 

, Councilman Cucci moved that Mr. Martin be grant ad an additional 
sixty (&O) days, beginning November 20, 1945, on his temporary 11oe11se 
to allow him time to present a Zoning Varianee to the Planning Commission, 
it being the understanding that final action of the Counol~ in this 
matter ,is to be based on findings aad recommendation of tbe Planning 
Commj,ssion. Councilman Hitchcock seoonded the motio.n, which was oarr.l.ed. 
unanimously. 

A communication was read from Yellow Cab Company of Torrance, 
applying for a permit to astabl1sh a small frame buIlding, size 10· 
x 12' to be used as a taxi office and waiting room, on Blook 5; Lot 4, 
1&00 Block, Cabrl110 Avenue. 

Engineer Jain advised that this loeation is in Fire Zone No. 1 
permitting buildings only of steel or brick construction. He said he 
would hesitate to recommend allowing a !'rame building as requested un­
less it is the desire of the Counoil to deviate from the Unifo!rm Build-
ing Code. '-



,....-------------------_ ... _ .....• 

Councilman Hi tchcock moved that the requ.est be denied. Council­
man Gilbert called attention to the fact that the letter, being signed 
only by typewriter, is an anonymous one and as such does not oonsti­
tute a legit1mate letter to t.heeounoil. 

Councilman Hitehcock witbarew his above motion and moved that the 
oommunication be filed. OOUllcilman Powell seeonded the motion whioh 
was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from the Walteria Civic Organization, re­
quest.ing that the usual $75.00 be appropriated to defray expenses of 
the Walteria Christmas Party for Walteria eIllldren • 

. Councilman Gilbert moved that this raquest be referred to Dale 
Riley, Superintendent of the Recreation Department, for reoommendation. 

Councilmen Cucci and PowElll pOinted o.ut that this appropriation 
has in the past several years been made by the Council upon reoeipt 
of the request. 

Councilman Gilbert qualif'ied his motion by stating that, although 
he realizes there will .be no question about appropriating the sum asked 
for, he felt Mr • . Riley should be oonsulted relative to whatever program. 
he may have arranged f'or Walteria in case the plans oall for more than 
that amount • 

. CounQilman Hitchaook se-conded the motion, whioh was carried unani­
mously. 

A communication was read from the Paoific Coast Building Offioials 
Conferenoe, advising that Mr. Glenn M. Jain has been appointed as Chair­
man of the Code Ohanges Oommi ttee for t .he year 1945-45, and urging that 
h'is attend.anoe at meetings, usually held in Fr.e-sno, be made pOSSible, 
at the ,expense of the organizatio-n. 

Counoilman Hi tohcock move.d_ that the appointment be approved and 
that the Oonferene:e be so notified, and advised that Mr. Jain will be 
al·lowed to attend the meetings. C:Ouncilman Powell seconded the mot1on, 
which was carried unanimously. 

A communioation was read from Lue.1l1e Lee., Seoretary of the Board 
of Library Trustees, advising that the Board had, at a meeting held 
September 27, 1945, approved the librarian t s request for o.lerical heljl 
while civil se.rvice help is not available, and reoommending that the 
city allow. the required amount for salaries. 

Councilman CUed moved that the necessary olerioal help for the 
library be authorized at the prevailing wage. Counoilman Hitchcock 
seconded the motion, whioh was earried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, Hi tchcook, Powell and Tolson. 
NOES: OOUNCIIMEN : None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

A. oommunioation was read from Dale Riley, Superintenient of Recre­
ation, approved by signatures of the Recreation Gomm.1ssion, submit't1ng 
a budget for the Recreation Department for lnelusion in the proposed 
post-war bond issue. 

Counoilman Gilbert moved that the proposed budget be referred to 
the entire Council for study. Counoilman Powell seconded the motion, 
whieh was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from George P. Thatcher, Torranoe Reore­
ational Commission, submitting a proposed ordinance establishing a 
recreational commission for the Oity of Torrance, and adVising that 
the model ordinanoe is oonsistant with ordinanoes now in effect in 
like communi ties and meets wi th the appro-..ral of the California state 
YOuth Authority. 

M8$orTolson moved ,that this matter be referred to Attorney McOall 
for ref·erenee. Counoilman Gilbert seconded the motion, which was 
earried unanimously. 

A communication was read. from the 01 ty of Torrance Oi viI servioe 
Board, requesting that a leave of absenoe, from September 27 to October 
27, 1945, without ,pay, be granted to Mr. P. O. cruze, a Street nepart­
ment Employee, on a retroaotive baSis, Mr. Cruze having been called 
East on an emergenoy and without an opportunity to secure the leave 
before his dep.arture. It was advised that the Civil Service Board had 
approved this leave subject to the approval of the ct ty Council. 
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Councilman Gilbert moved that the action of the Civil Service 
Board be approved and the request granted. Councilman Hitohcock 
seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from the City of Torrance Civil Service 
Bmard, advising that a leave of absence, without pay, had been gra~ted 
Mrs. Ellen Blackshere by the Board, from Uecamber 4, 1945 to February 
15, 1946, inclusive, subject to approval of the City Council. 

Councilman Gilbert moved that the action of the Civil Service 
Board be approved and the leave granted. Councilman Hitchcock seconded. 
the motion, which was oarried unanimously. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read the minutes of a meeting of 
the North Torrance Improvement Assooiation held November 1, 1945 
relative to the proposed water district in North Torrance. Matter 
of record. 

A communication was read from William J. B. Hughes, President, 
Municipal Ownership League, urging that Mr. John E. ,MoCall, City 
Attorney, be requested to tender his resignation from that office, 
or, in the event he fails to do so, that the City Counoil take neces­
sary steps to remove him from the offioe of City Attorney. Mr. 
Hughes alleged that Mr. McCall is incompetent, maintains no pegular 
office hours at the City Hall, although paid on a full time basis, 
and is a burden upon the City. He asserted that Mr. MoCall's record 
in conneotion with the bus line matter ,and several other cases in 
which he represented the City of Torrance indioates that he is not 
qualified for the job. 

Councilman Gilbert moved that 1b.e communication be filed. Coun­
cilman Hitchcock seconded the motion. 

Councilman Cucci said he thought some reason should be given 
for ordering the communication filed, whereupon Councilman Gilbert 
asked Councilman Cucci if he tllought a. mistake is grounds for dis­
missal. 

Councilman Cucci replied that he did not think one mistake was 
grounds for dismissal, but that the City Attorney had advised the 
Council wrong on several occasions and continues to give misleading 
legal advise, and that he is always laeking in information and causes 
the Counc1l to wait indefinitely for opinions and reports • . He also 
criticized the irregular office hours of Mr. McCall. He said any 
time a group of ai tizens are compelled to take matters to court to 
force the Council to comply with State laws, resulting in expense to 
the,ind1viduals and a burden to the tax payers, someth1ng shoulci be 
done to eliminate the cause. Therefore, he· said, he agreed, that 
Mr. McCall has been a burden to the City. 

Councilman Gilbert asked if this 1s the first written cQiD,p1aint 
against Mr. McCall, Councilman Cucci replying that there have been 
a number of compla1nts, although he did not know whether they are 
in wr1ting. Addressing Councilman Gilbert, he sav1sed that he could 
see why he, Councilman Gilbert, wishes to file the oommunication 

. inasmuch as he was one Of the COunCilmeR who favored d1sposing of 
the Bus Line 11legally. 

Counoilman Powell sa1d it would be well to remember that the 
law whioh was passed relative to the sale of public utilities was 
for the protection of the people. OtherWise, he said, there would 
be nothing to prevent. sale of any branch of a City government by un­
ethical officials, such as the fire department, street department, 
and any city owned utility. 

A disQussion ensued relative to differenoe between sale Of a 
publio ut1lity and sale of personal property!" The entire bus ease 
was discussed generally, Attorney McCall advising that 'he had furnished 
the Council oopies of the judgment in the case and is awaiting further 
orders from the Council. 

Councilman Cucci said he wished to clarify a point at this time, 
adviSing that he had read ,in ·the newspaper that Mr. Koors, prospective 
purchaser of the Bus Lines, Gould hold the City liable for any oosts 
he had incurred in Qonneotion with his offer to purchase the line 
as a result of the matter having been taken into court. Attorney 
MoCall replied that the Council,in his opinion, is not liable for 



these, oosts, whereupon Councilman Cucci replied that he wanted to 
know in oase any attempt is made to oollaot. 

A.t this point, a roll call vote was taken on the motion made, 
by C'ounoilman Gilbert, seoonded by CoUlloilman Hi tchoook, to file 
the communication urging dismissal ot' Attorney MoCall, which was 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, 
Gilbert, Hitchcock, and Tolson. NOES: COUNCIlMEN: Powell. AB-
SENT: COUNCILMEN: None. . 

Councilman Powell said he could ·not conscientiously vote to file 
the communication, as he would favor aotion at this time. Councilman 
Cucci said he did not think filing the oommunication settled the 
issue to any extent. 

17. 

A communication was read from Mr. G. J. Magee requesting a pay in­
crease of 20% for himself and his helper, Mr. Depasse, due to the 
nature of the work they do, being sewer maintenance work. 

Counoilman Hitohoock moved that Mr. Magee be requested to submit 
this request to the Ci1:;y Engineer and Street Superintendent for re­
commendation. Councilman Powell seconded tlile motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

,A communication was read fran the General. Petroleum Cor poration 
of California, requesting that the boundaries of' the proposed new water 
distriot in North Torrance, to be known as "Torrance Munioipal Water 
District No.2", be so established as to exclude all of ·General fetro­
leum Corporation t s property whioh lie s southerly of 190th street. 

COunoilman Hitchcock moved that this communication be filed for 
future reference. Councilman Powell seoonded the motion, which was 
oarried unanimously. · 

A communioation was read from Taylor and Taylor relative to 
Munioipal Water Distriot No.2 (North Torranoe ~ l'roposed), advising 
that, as a result of a review of the matter of boundaries for this 
proposed-district, it was obvious that the over-all area north of 190th 
Street would be benefited by inclusion in the proposed district, as 
well as the area a quarter mile deep lying south of 190th street and 
westerly from Crenshaw Boulevard to Hawthorne Avenue. 

CounoilmanPowell said he could not agree that an extensive 
area should be included. in the proposed distriet resulting in un­
usual drainage of wa.ter from the underground source, as it is most 
desirable to oonserve as muoh as possible of this water for manufao­
turing and chemical purposes. 

Counoilman Hitchcock said he understood that the water supplied 
through the new district would be used for agricultural purposes . 
and that he understood, the Metropolitan Water is not satisfactory 
for a.gricultural use. 

Councilman Cucci commented that a concel!trated effort is being 
made to "seare" the North Torrance, people into excluding General 
Petroleum 'from the water distriot, but,he said, 11' they are in­
cluded there 1s nothing very mueh ' they oan do about it. He said the 
people themselves want the entire area under a bond issue for the 
proposed water distriot~ and that they oonstitute the majority both 
as to people and property. . 

Councilman Powell moved that 'the oommunioation from Taylor and 
Taylor be filed for future referenoe. Councilman Hitohoock seconded 
the motion; whioh was carried unanimously. 

Clerk Bartlett present.ed and read title to:: 

RESOLUTION ~O. 1751 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF 'TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE 1!MPL01MENT OF 
THE FIRM OF O'MELVENY AND MYERS IN CON­
NECTION WITH THE CALLING OF AN ELECTION TO 
A.UTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS FOR THE 
ACQ.UISITION AND/OR CONSTRUCTION OF A MUNI­
CIPAL WATER SYSTEM IN NORTH TORRANCE. 
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CouncU.man Powell moved that Resolution No. 1'151 be adopted. 
Counoilman Hitohcock seconded the motion, which W&S oarried by \he 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: CUoo;i, Gilbert, 
Hi tohco ck, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. .tBSRNT: 
OOUNCILWm: None. 

Olerk Bartlett reported that the peti ti ons J;equesting formation 
of a water district in the Walteria-SOuth Torrance area had beeD 
riled in his ofnee October 29, U4~, whioh he had ohecked lIi th the 
Great Reghter and found there to be. suffioient bon&r1de aigna\ures 
aff1xed to the pet! tiona to proceed to oall a,n eleot10n and subai t 
the proposal to the electorate. He said the action necessary at th1s 
time is to authorize the City Clerk to prepare the necessary ordinanoe 
and resolution of intentfon. . 

Counoilman Cueci moved that Clerk Bartlett 'be authorized to pre­
pare the necessary ordinance and resolution of intention to oall an 
eleotion in oonnection with . ihe proposed water dietrict in the Wal'ier1a­
SOuth Torranoe d1striot. Counoilman Powell seoonded the motion, whioh 
was oarr1ed unanimously. 

Counoilman Powell moved that C'1ty Clerk Bartlett be authorized 
to write a Resolution of Condolenoe beoause or the death of Mr. 
Harry 'I. Thompson, Po11ce Officer, and send same to the bereaved 
family. Councilman Gilbert seconded the motion, wh10h was oarried 
unanimously. 

Counoilman Powell moved that an appropriatio.n of 168.'15 plus 
tu, be made for 50 books Gf OfUci .. l Receipts for .use by the City 
Court. Councilman Gilbert seconded the motion, . wh1ch was earried 
by the follolling roll call vote: AYES: . COUNCILMEN: CUcci, Gilbert, 
Hi tchooCk, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCIIJ!EN: NOlle. ABSENT: 
COUNCILM1!IN ~ None. 

COunoilman Powell moved that an appropriation of ta65.00 plus 
'\&x be made ror tog nOZZles, appliclltor8, running board mounting 
plates and 1 tap and and die for the ' 1'1re Department. CounellJllu 
Hi tchcock seco~ded the motion, which was carried by the following 
roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCIlllEN: CUoci, G11bert, Hitchoock, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSD'T: COUNCIL­
MEN: None. 

Councilman Powell said he had beell asked to determine whether 
or not it is possible to make some arrangements tor returning 
serv1cemen to have photostat1c oopies of their disoharge papers made 
in Torranee. A gentleman in the audienoe oODlleoted with a veterans 
organization volunteered to take charge ot thi~ matter, and report' 
to the Counoil. 

Counoilman Cuoci moved that an app~priation of ta40.00 be made 
tor payment to Crown Body $DU Coaoh Corporation for body repair . 
work on Bus #101. Councilman Gilbert seoonded the motion, whioh 
was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
CUoci, Gilbert, Hitohcock, Powell and Tolso,n. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT : COUNCIWEN: None. . . 

Counoilman Cucci moved that an appropria.tion of 19~.60, plus 
tax, be. made tor- 24 stree-t light bowls, 122. Counc1lmanHltchcock 
seconded the motion, whieh was oarried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and 
Tolson. NOES: COUNCIU4EN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Counoilman Cuooi moved that an appropriation of 4100.32, plus 
tax, be made tor 24 street light bowls, i12~, medium. Counc1lman 
Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was oarried by the following 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, HI tchcock, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMllN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL­
MEN: None. 

A oommunieation lias read from Mr. &: Mrs. E.. M. standifer, re­
questing use of the oivio auditorium and kitohen for the afternoon 



and evening of December 14, 1945 for a dinner danoe for the Torrance 
High School Varsity Football Team, to also include the 1kJ3-'" football 
team and their guests. It Be requested that there be no charge. 

Councilman Cucci moved that the request as made be granted. 
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Councilman Gilbert seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

COuncilman Cucoi moved that aa appropriation of 1265.00, plus 
tax, be made for purchase of paint for the City Library, from the 
Library Fund. COuncilman Hitohcook secoaded the motion, whioh was 
carried by th~ following roll oall vote: AYES:, COUNCILMEN: Cucci, 
Gilbert, Hitchoook, Powell and TolsolI.. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
asENT: OOUNCILMEN: None. 

Counoilman Cucci moved that an appropriation of 1535.00, plus 
tax, be made for purchase of paint for the City Hall, Auditorium and 
Administration Building. Counoilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, 
whioh was oarried by the follo.iag roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCIL­
MEN: CUcci, Gilbert, Hi tchcoak, Powell and Tolsoa. NOES: . COUNCIL­
MEN: Noae. aSENT: COUNCILMEN: Noae. 

Councilman Cucci expressed pleasure that so large a crowd had 
elected to attend the Counoil Meeting and urged that they do so more 
ofteD.. 

COuncilman Cuoci brought up the bus matter at this time and, 
after,a lengthy discour8e on operating oosts, management, etc., 
madea lJI.otion that 1Ir. C. Z. \lard, Manager of the Torrance Municipal 
Bus Lines, be dismissed effeotive immediately, subjeot to approval 
of the Civil Service Board. Councilman Powell seconded the motion. 

Counci.lman CUCCi, . prior to his motion, said that he wished to 
remind that Mayor Tolson had promised to ·olean out- the. bus liD.es 
after the courts settled the question of the sala one way or the 
other. Be said he felt that all personnel of the Bus Lines who 
had expressed the desire that the line, be sold should be dismissed, 
and oalled attention,to a letter Mr. Ward directed to the COUllcil 
in which he, Councilman CUcci said, stated that the Bus Lines would 
never be sucoessful under municipal ownership. Mr. cuoci said this 
amounted to laok of confidence in.the liae, and he felt Mr. Ward 
was therefore unqualified to act as manager. 

Mayor Tolson advised,-relative to the motion to dismiss Mr. 
Ward, that the entire bus matter is not as yet settled by the courts 
so far as he is concerned, and that there is no one available to 
replaoe Mr. Ward anyway. He said he iD.tended to ask the City Attorney 
to appeal the case. 

Councilman Cucci said the Council must have some ,hidden reason 
tor all th1s, or they would not be spend1ngmore of the taxpayers' 
money.on a lost cause. . 

Counoilman Powell 8aid he believed there had been many oomplaints . 
against the management of the Bus Lines. 

Mayor Tolson replied that this had aot been brought ,into the 
open until after Mr. Koors had made his offer to purohase the line, 
an~ that ODa of his stipulations had been that the line be left 
exactly as it was at the time he made the offer, tor whioh reason 
he, Mayor Tolson, had refused to order any dismissals pending out­
oome of the case, which, he said, is still unsettled. 

J. roll oall vota was taken on Councilman cuoci' s motion to 
dismiss Mr. Iard, Manager of the Torrance Municipal Bus Lines, which 
failed to oarry by the following vote: A.YES: COUNCILMEN: CUcci 
and Powell. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Hi tchcock ud Tolson. 
ABSENT: OOUNCIIJIEN: None. 

Counoilman Cucci recited the record of revenue of the BUs Lines 
over a period of several months, stating that it had increased from 
about five or six thousand dollars per month to double that amount 
after oertain surveys were made shortly after he became Chairman of 
the Transportation Committee. He said the line could continue operat­
ing with a good revenue. He said that failure of the Council to co­
operate with the Bus Lines could cause its failure, but that he hoped 
that would not be the oase. He said it is .up to the, -three market~ers 
who are selling the City·, as to whether or not the bus lines thrives 
or fails. 
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Mayor Tolson moved that the City Attorney be instructed to appeal 
the decision handed don. by the court that the Torrance Munioipal 
Bus Lines cannot be sold in the manner in which it was proposed to 
be sold to Mr. Charles F. Koors. Councilman Hitchcoek seconded the 
motioJl. 

Councilman CUcci warned against this :ani retused any voioe in 
the action i. any way whatsoever. 

A roll call vote was take. and the ~tion carried by the tollow­
ing vote: AlES: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Hitchcock and '1'olson. !fOES: 

. COUNCIIMEN: Powell. NOT VOTING: COUNCI mEN: Cucci. ABSENT: 

. COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Cuoci moved that Mr. Koors be required ' toturnish 
tunds tor. taking this case into the higher oourts. 

Th1s mot10n failing to get a second, he then moved ~hat the 
Council go on record as refusing to prov1de.tunds tor taking the 
oase into the higher courts. This motion also tailed for want of 
a second. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that an appropriat10n of'6~.OO 
be made for rOOfing the Oi ty Paint Shop. Counoilap Gilbert 
seconded tha mot10., wh1ch was carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCI:I.!UN: CUcci, Gilbert, Hi tChcook, Powell e.nd 
Tolson. NOES: COUNCIIJ4EN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

: Councilman Hitohcock moved that an appropriation of ~68.00t 
plus tax, be made for purchase of 6 Kanhole COTers and Rims. COun­
cilman Gilbert seconded the motion, wh1ch was carried by the follow­
ing roll call Tote: AYES: COUNCIIJ4EN: . Cucci, Gilbert, Hitchcock, 
Powell ud Tolson. NOES: COUNCIIJlEN: NOAe. ABSRN'f: COUNCIL­
MEN: None. 

Councilman H1 tchcock moved the t an appropriation ot $19'1.75 be 
made for payment to Harold A. Barnett, EDgineer, tor sarv1ce. 111. 
connection witb the 203r4 street sewer project. Councilman Gilbert 
aeconded the motion, which was carr1ed by the followingrall call 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cuoci, Gilbert, Hitchcook, Powell and 
Tolson. ,NOES: COUNCILMlm: None. ABSENT: COUNOIL'I!EN: None • 

. Counc1lman Hitchcock moved that an appropr1ation or '''5.89 
plus tax, be made tor 992gallon8 bitumuls trom Jmerican Bitumula 
Company, Street Department. Counc1lman G11bert seco.ded the motion, 
which was carried by the follo.illg rall ca:.ll vote: AYESs COUNOIL­
MEN: Cucoi, Gilnert, H1 tchcock, Powell and TolsQn. NOES: COUN­
CILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Nou. 

Councilman Hitchoook moved that aa appropriation ot '750.00 
be made for recollstructiol'l ot the curb, gutter and sidewalk on the 
wast s1de ot Cabr1l1o A.venue, between Daniels Cate and the FiTe­
Point Cata. Counoilman Powell secollded the motion, which was 
carried by the tolloWing roll call vote: A.YES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, 
Gilbert, H1tchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNOILMEN: None. 
ABSEN'f: COUNOILMEN: NOlle. 

Mayor Tolson moved that an appropriation ot $290.37 be made 
tor 1 new 1946 latest style class 900 portable electric ribb9n­
print Addressograph, mounted in all metal stand, foot controlled 
operating lever, to replace hand operated machine purchased in June 
1928, ror the Water Department._ C~unoilman Hitchoock seconded the 
motion, which was carried by the f~lloW1ng roll call vote: ~YES: 
COUNCILMEN: CUCCi, Gl1bert, Hitohoock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: 
COUNCIIMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor Tolson moved that an appropriation ot '62.01 be maie 
tor 1 ~l Steel Addressograph tiling cabinet, complete with sanitary 
bese andl1noleum top, to replace EII18.11 cabinet, tor water Department. 
Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, .nich was carried by the 
tollowing roll call Tota: AYES: COUNCILMEN: CUCCi, Gilbert, 
Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUBCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNOIlMEN: None. 



Mayor Tolson asked for a report from Chief · Stroh relative to 
the expired permit of Mr • . Reynolds to live in a trailer. Chief 
Stroh advised that Mr. Reynolds has been given two weeks by the 
court to move into a house. 

Engineer Jain reported that the matter reported re.-cently of 
hazardous condition of curve at 190th street and Hawthorne Boulevard, 
near the K.N.X. radio station, has been investigated and proper steps 
taken. 

Engineer Jain sa1d the Edison Company has been re~uested to 
furnish figures as to cost of supplying the Park Knolls 'I!ract with 
sufficient street lighting. 

Mayor Tolson moved that the services of the firm of O'Melveny 
and Myers be engaged in oonnection with the proposed Post-War 
Municipal Bond issue. Councilman Gilbert seconded the motion, 
which was oarried by the following roll call vote: A.YES: COUNCIL­
MEN: Cucci, Gilbert, Hitohoock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUN­
CIlMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIlMEN: None. 

Mayor Tolson mo.ved that an appropriation of n.ot to exceed 
$200.00 be made for services in obtaining the assessed valuations 
of all districts inoluded in the proposed post-war Munioipal Bond 
issue. Coun oJ lman Gilbert seoonded the motion, which was carried 
by the following rill call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: cucoi, Gilbert. 
Hitchcock, Powell and tolson. NDES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCIIMEN: None. 

Mayor Tolson moved that an appropriation of not to exce.ad 
$941.95 be made for servioes of A. R. Walker, Architeot,. covering 
all work performed to date in connection with proposed post-war 
Municipal Bond issue. Councilman Powell seoonded the motion, which 
was oarried by the following roll Call. vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Cucci, Gilbert, Hitohcock, PowelL and 'folson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor Tolson brought up the subject of setting the boundaries 
for Municipal Water District No.2 (North Torranoe - proposed). 
It was deoided to wait until disoussion oan be heard before acting 
on thiS. Mayor Tolson stated that it is hoped the eleotion to be 
held for Munioipal Water District No.1 (Walteria, South Torrance), 
and the election for Distriot No. 2 might be held at the same time, 
and that the one eleotion for Distr10t No. I must be . held within 
90 days, as the pet1tions have been filed. 

Clerk Ba~tlett remmdsd · that the petitions cannot be ciroulated 
in North Torrance until the boundaries are s~ttled. 

Attorney MoCall requested permission to take his vacation 
Deoember 1, 1945. He r~oommended that Attorney Otto B. Willett be 
appointed to act as City Attorney in his absence. 

Counoilman Gilbert moved that Mr. McCalPs request relative to 
his vacation be granted, and that his recommendation that Attorney 
Wi~lett be apPOinted Deputy City Attorney to serve during his ab­
sence be ooncurred in. Councilman Hitohoock seconded the motion, 
whioh was oarried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUN-

. CIIMEN: Cuooi, Gilbert, Hitohcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIIMEN: None. 

Attorney McCall then requested permission to attend the National 
Institute of Mun1c1pal Law Offioers Convention in Washington, D. C. 
to be beld December 3, 4 and 5, 1945. . 
. Counoilman CUcci asked, -at whose expense?- Mr. McCall replied 
tha~ his request 1s for pe~ssion to attend, and volunteered to 
transact any neoessary business :eor the CUy while there. Counoil­
man Cuoci replied that Mr. McCall is at liberty to go any place or 
do as he pleases while on vaoation, and that he did not think action 
is neoessary. 

Counoilman Hitchcock moved that. the City Attorney be authorized 
to attend the Convention in Washington, D. C. to obtain whatever 
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information is available in connection with the Lomita Flight strip 
which the City is interested in acquiring. ' Councilman Gilbert 
seconded the motion. 

Councilman Cucci maintained that the motion is confusing and 
unnecessary, unless it is being done for the purpose of authorizing 
expenses. He asked for an open statement on this, but the point was 
never clarified. 

A roll call vote was taken on the motion to autho~ize Attorney 
McCall to attend the convention, which was carried by the follow­
ing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIIMEN: Gilbert. Hitchcock, and 
Tolson. NOES: COUNCIIMEN: CUcci and Powell. ABSENT: COUNCIl­
MEN: None. 

Attorney McCall asked whether or not there are any instructions 
the Council would like to give in connection with the airport, par­
ticularly 50 far as designating the use for which the City wants 
the field. He said he had not intended to sta~t his vacation until 
after the Convention and would not like to remain there several more 
days than necessary if' the matter co;uld be handled moreexpedit1ously 
by having clear cut instr..uctions now. 

Mayor Tolson said he did not think there are any new develop­
ments of which Mr. McCall has not been informed, but that he thought 
he could sa.fely state the City would like the field for a munioipal 
airport. He asked Attorney McCall to contact him for certain files 
and information he has in connection with this subject. 

Councilman Cucci moved that Mr. and Mrs. Standifer, who re­
quested use of the auditorium on behalf of the Tor-rance High School 
Varsity Football Team, be advised of action taken earlier in the 
meeting. Councilman Gilbert seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

Mayor Tolson announced that the City of T~rance and the City 
of Redondo Beach, as CO-hosts, 11'111 entertain the League of California 
Cities during the mont~ of January. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Opening of oral communications brought forth a lengthy, heated 
discussion o·f many controversial issuas, being: the bus issue, 
proposed north ~orrance Water District, proposed airport in North 
Torranoe, occupancy of tha old Japanese school building in walteria 
by either thirteen or seventeen Japanese people returned from a 
Relocation a~p, deed restrictions against alien ocoupanoy or owner­
ship of certain property. and other subjects of less importance, with 
everyone who spoke W'objectingW to one thing or another. 

Mr. A. E. Elder and Mr. H. B. Hughes spoke briefly about the 
bus lines situation, both being people who favor, and have been in 
favor of, keeping the bus lines. Mr. Hughes charged that -sabotage" 
had been t .ak:ing place in the C1 ty Government. 

Mr. Blackwood of North Torrance opened the discussion relative 
to the move on foot to locate an airport in North Torrance, objecting 
strenuously, and being supported by many people in the assemblage. 

Mr. Joel Hagberg objected to the manner in which the request of 
the Walteria Civio Organization for Christmas funds had been handled. 

He also stated that there is much interest in ,having sidewalks 
oonstruoted on Neece Avenue in .alteria. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that Engineer Jain be authorized to 
prepare estimates of the cost of installing sidewalks on Neece 
Avenue in Wal teria. Councilman · Cuco! . seoonded the motion, which wa.s 
oarried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, 
Gilbert, Hitc~cock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COWCIIMEN: None. 

Mr. Stevenson of the Moneta water Company opened the discussion 
on the proposed North Torrance water district, stating that he wished 
it be made clear his company does not object to the formation of 
the district, but request1Dg that property served by the Moneta 
water Company be excluded from the District. 



Mr. Crowe of Walteria introduced ~he subject of the triple­
fami~y ocoupancy by Japanese people of the old Japanese school house. 
He asked for a clarii'ication of the meaning of tta-l Zone lt

• 

Engineer Jain read the definition give.n in the zoning map 
index, and stated that the building meets the requirement, since 
it has only one kitohen. He advised Mr. Crowe that he had no 
authority to say how many people shall live in a house, so long 
as the struoture itself meets the zoning requirements. 

Several ladies of the audience added their voioes to the sub­
ject, which evolved into a hea.ted controversy, Mr. Jain not partici­
pating in same, but with the ladies and Mr. Crowe giving verbal ex­
pression to their feelings in the matter, charging that neighborhood 
conditions are most disagreeable since the Japs have moved in. 

Mr. Jain endeavored to point out that he bad absolutely no 
control over this situation, but the audience was relentless in its 
attack upon Mr. Jain for, Itallowing this deplorable condition to 
existlt • Arter repeated efforts to clarify the point that .he had 
no power beyond checking the struoture itself, he let the audience 
do the talking ent1rely. 

Mr. Crowe angrily stated that the point they are trying to make 
is that, if something is not done, the people will take matters into 
their own hands. 

At this pOint, Chief Stroh entered the discussion' and reminded 
Mr. Crowe that it is the duty of the Police Department to protect 
all people, Japanese as well as anyone else, and advised Mr. Crowe 
that his remark had been disorderly and out of place, to which Mr. 
Crowe replied ·th.a.t he had not meant it personally. 

2:) 

The disoussion r&verted back to the North Torrance Water District 
matter, Mr. Stevenson, Mr. Calloway, Mrs. Gonner, and members ot the 
Council participating, but with no action resulting. 

Mr. Calloway of North Torrance stated th.at, inasmuch as the 
immediate need of North Torrance is for water, and' since big cor­
porations, referring particularly to General Petroleum Corporation, 
are so influential as to render the individual powerless to inst1-
tute measures aontrary to their wishes, he felt the reasonable solu­
tion to the problem would be to accept the first report of the Eng1n­
eers to establish the southerly boundary line of the proposed water 
district at 190th Street and thereby give the district the muah 
needed water, rather than become entangled in a lengthy, costly liti­
gation with General Petroleum Corporation over boundary lines and 
perhaps defeat the entire proposal. - He made a motion to this effect, 
which was ruled out of order. 

A Mrs. Clark asked that Arlington Avenue between 182nd and 
174th Streets be repaired, 'stating that the street is the worst 
street in Torrance, causing the people who m~st use it to be oon­
stantly replaoing broken springs in their ears. Counoilman Hitohcock 
said the matter would be looked into, and recognized the faot that 
the street is bad. 

Deed r 'estrictions were disoussed at this time, 1 t being advised 
by Walteria people that the deeds for property in the Meadow Park 
Tract, Walteria, contain clauses prohibiting alien ownership of land, 
or occupancy of property by aliens. Someone in the audience demanded 
to know why Mr. McCall had ' not looked into this matter some time ago 
when requested to do so. Engineer Jain adVised he did not think this 
had been presented properly, as he had been asked to oheck the 
Walteria Tract, wh1ch he had done, and felt that it had probahly 
been intended at that time that the Me~dow Park Tract be checked. 

Counoilman Hit'cnco'ck moved all bills properly audited be paid. 
Councilman Gilbert seconded the motion, which was oarried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cuoci, Gilbert, 
Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Sinoe the audience was becoming openly antagonistic and bellig­
erent, and no construotive suggestions were being offered it was 
decided to end the oral communications by adjourning. 



upon motion of Councilman Hitchcock, seconded by Councilman 
Gilbert, the meeting adjourned at 11:30 P.M. until November 20, 
1945 at 7~45 P.M. 

APPROVED: 

MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torranoe, California 
~ov8IILber 20, 1945 

The, City Council of the Oi ty of Torrance convened in. an Ad­
jqurned Regular Meeting in t.he Council Chamber, City Hall, Torranoe, 
Californie, on Tue,aday, November 20, 1945 at 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor Tolson called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartl.ett called 'the roll, those snswering pres'ent being 
Councilmen: Cucoi, Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. ,Absent: 
Councilman: None. 

Being an Adjourned Meeting, the regular order of business was 
dispensed with. 

lIRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A communicat ion was read from O'Malveny and Myers relative to 
proposed improvements in the City of Torrance, to be financed by 
a general obligation bond issue. . 

An outline was given of the proced~re which must be followed 
if it is proposed to make a number of improvements and ask for a 
vote upon a bond issue covering more than one project, th~ principle 
idea being that a city plan must be developed, certain hearings 
must be held before the Plaillling Commission and the City Council, 
and then voted upon by the people. -

It was suggested that, if this is the de.ire of the CounCil, 
an early oont'erence be arranged between interested. city OffiCials, 
representatives of the firm of O'Melveny and Myers and the engineers 
and arohitects preparing the plans for discussion of the various 
steps in the prooeeding. 

Counoilman Powell moved that the City Clerk be authorized to 
' arrange a conference as suggested, Councilman Hitohcock seconded 
the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A oommunication was read t'rom Frank R. Bates, requesting an 
extension of time in which to continue oooupancy of a tent house 
on his property, pending completion of a house on his property in 
Walteria, stating that, although the rough plumbing is complete, 
the sub flooring is being constructed, the cesspool is complete 
and the foundation finished, he has encountered many d1fficulties 
in connection with obtaining neoessary materials for the house, but 
is prooeeding as rapidly as his time anq. finances permit. 

The question arose as to expiration date of t.lle permit previous­
ly grant.ed Mr. Bates for construction of h1s house. l!:ngineer Jain 
said he believed the last permit granted him is due to expire Dec­
ember 25, 1945. 

epose


